
20th anniversary celebration!

November 28, 2023



THANK YOU!



Anniversary Reflection

“…this was a special time. …there was a mood, a 
feeling, a unity in purpose that made the stars 
align and good people come together. In a state 
known for special interests and big money 
dictating health care decisions, MMNY stood out. 
We represented the people on Medicaid and the 
belief that Medicaid, does indeed, matter.”
 
- Laura Caruso, GMHC



Legislative Gazette ad, 2010
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THANK YOU!

Anonymous



ADA anniversary 
celebration at the 
Executive 
Mansion, 2023
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THANK YOU!



Stories matter!
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Anniversary Reflection

“Oh, those "good old days" when we hoped that attacks 
on Medicaid were a temporary phenomenon limited to 
George Pataki's administration!... Ultimately the Group 
was reborn as the premiere Medicaid advocates 
representing the consumer voice: Medicaid Matters NY. 
Happy Anniversary - thanks for the great work, and how I 
wish system changes were adopted so our advocacy 
was no longer needed.”

- Gail Myers, NYS Nurses Association and NY StateWide 
Senior Action Council 



THANK YOU!



“Medicaid Matters to Me” profiles



Featured in Crain’s, 2008



Stories matter!
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Advocacy day and 
press conference, 

2018
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THANK YOU!



Anniversary Reflection

“What stands out in my memory of the early 
days of MMNY is unshakeable sense of 
shared purpose…. And we believed that the 
story people who depended on Medicaid had 
to tell about it should be and ultimately would 
be more powerful than any other narrative.”
 
- Trilby de Jung, Empire Justice Center



THANK YOU!



Protect Medicaid press conference, 2020



Stories matter!
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THANK YOU!



Anniversary Reflection

“When the letterhead and list of coalition members was 
presented to [a legislative staffer], he said something to 
the effect that this is just the usual cast of characters 
organized under a different name. "Refried beans" or not, 
clearly twenty years on MMNY has stood the test of time 
and the particular alchemy of the forces that came 
together on behalf of NY Medicaid consumers released 
a force to be reckoned with.”  

- David Wunsch, GMHC and Center for Independence of 
the Disabled in NY



THANK YOU!



“Medicaid Matters to Me” profiles



Protect the ACA 
press conference, 

2017
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THANK YOU!



Medicaid and kids webinar, 2022



Anniversary Reflection

“Despite … obstacles, Medicaid Matters helped 
brainstorm and advocate for the ombudsman program, 
and in 2014 it became a reality. Now called ICAN, the 
MLTC ombudsman has advocated for over 40,000 
consumers over the last 9 years. It has provided a 
bulwark against disruptions in care or unnecessary 
institutional placement for older adults and people with 
disabilities.” 

- David Silva, Independent Consumer Advocacy Network



Managed Care Workgroup Annual Summer Meeting, 2015



THANK YOU!



Bringing the stories of New Yorkers to the conversation

Stories book, 2017



THANK YOU!



Anniversary Reflection

“We never stopped advocating for what we all 
fundamentally believed in and indeed, did 
impact how the eligibility process was better 
tailored to our clients, how health care was 
delivered and how public insurance was and 
remains a basic human right.”
 
- Alice Berger, Planned Parenthood of NYC



THANK YOU!



Empire Center health policy panel, 2019
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